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University of Idaho  
 
 

Facts and Figures of Secondary Agricultrual Science and Technology in Idaho 

Idaho has 85 secondary programs with 107 instructors. There are 8287 students enrolled in secondary agricultural science and technology 

courses and FFA membership stands at 3367 in 79 chapters. Of the 107 Agricultural and Natural Resource instructors in Idaho, 67 also 

have a Natural Science endorsement on their teacher certificate and, 30 have a Consumer Economics endorsement 

 

New Directions 

The College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS) and the University Curriculum Committee have approved the name change from 

the Agricultural Education -Non Teaching Option to Agricultural Education-Agricultural Industry Management and Communications.  

This option is designed to prepare students to succeed in leadership, training, and development positions in agriculture businesses, non-

government agriculture organizations or government agencies in the food, fiber, and natural resources system. 

 

AEE Enrollment  

Undergraduate enrollment in the AEE remains stable with 82 students enrolled for the spring 2004 semester. This includes 39 in the 

teaching option, 13 in the AIMC option, and 30 in the Agricultural Science and Technology degree program. The total includes 13 

students in the Agricultural Science Technology degree program off-campus in Twin Falls. The department will graduate 12 

undergraduate students this May; 5 students will graduate with Agriculture Education-Teaching Option, 3 students with Agriculture 

Education-AIMC option, and 4 students with Agriculture Science and Technology. 

 

Awards and Recognition 

On February 11, Dr. John Mundt was awarded the 2004 Governor's Award for Escellence in Agriculture in he area of Education 

Advocacy. The award signifies the many accomplishements John has made in insipring agricultural educators and making Idaho citizens 

aware of the importance of agriculture. Last fall, John recieved the VIP Citation from the National FFA Organization, one of the most 

prestigious FFA awards. 

 

Awards and Recognition continued 

The College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS) Outstanding student nominees from the Agriculture & Extension Education include 

the following: Capital Press Outstanding Freshman in Agriculture, Nick Usabel; CALS Outstanding Sophomore, Brandon Hoxie; Capital 

Press Outstanding Junior in Agriculture, Jason Sherman; and CALS Outstanding Senior, Kolten Kock. Also nominated in the CALS staff 

category of Management is Marilyn K. Crumley. Marilyn has been employed by the University of Idaho since 1973 and in the 

Agricultural and Extension Education department since January  

 

 

 

Index 



Washington State University  
 

Changes at Washington State 

At Washington State University we have had a challenging year with budget reductions and changes at the college level.  Our college was 

renamed to the College of Agricultural, Human, and Natural Resource Sciences (CAHNRS) after an eight year process.  In July Dr. James 

Cook was named our college Interim Dean.  In August it was announced that our total college would go through a reorganization process 

and the elimination of degree programs.  In Agricultural Education we were identified as being placed into an Agricultural Systems area.  

This area is still being discussed and directions being identified.  Both Dr. Swan and Dr. Kleene serve on this committee and should have 

some impact on its outcome.  Budget reductions have hindered some of what we do has not really impacted our courses and program. 

During the year we went through a outcome alignment process and have developed a new program and course alignment matrix.  Along 

with that we developed our program goals and a plan for achieving those goals.  The following represents a review of the work and 

accomplishments of the individual faculty members in the Department: 

   

Michael K. Swan, Professor 

 Dr. Swan continues to be involved with three African countries and their Distance Delivery ï Video Conferencing capabilities. He 

currently has a visiting scholar from Minia University in Egypt and they are working on a research project to design a training program 

for women in developing countries.  Dr. Swan is also involved with the National Pork Board in designing and developing training 

materials for Pork Producers and consumers.  He is currently serving on the executive committee for the National Pork Educators Board. 

 

Marvin Kleene, Associate Professor 

We have developed and completed program outcomes for Agricultural Education at WSU for certification by National Council for 

Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE).  The program is now certified for the next 7 years.  We have also developed and completed 

program outcomes for program certification by Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction and the State Board of Education.  The 

program is now certified for the next 5 years by these two state agencies. 

  

Assessment & Evaluation Initiative 

The College is in year two of a complete review of student assessment of instruction.  It is called the Assessment & Evaluation Initiative. 

We are now in beta testing that includes; online data collection, course work & instruction evaluation and some aspects of the studentsô 

reflection of their role in the teaching learning process.  Dr. Kleene serves on this committee. 
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University of Kentucky  
 

 

Faculty Search  

Currently, a faculty search is being conducted at open rank.  This position will provide leadership for the Graduate Program as Director 

of Graduate Studies, as well as having teaching and research responsibilities.  We hope to have the new faculty member in place by July 1, 

2004.   

 

Instructor Position Added 

An instructor position has been recently announced and will be an addition to UK Ag Education Program for Fall 2004.  The person in 

this position will assist at the undergraduate level and provide leadership in working with Kentucky agricultural educators.    

 

National FFA Grant Awarded 

UK faculty in collaboration with NAAE has recently been awarded a $22,500 grant to investigate leadership participation of rural  youth. 

FFA members across the nation will participate, and this study will provide valuable information prior to the implementation of the 

LifeKnowledge Curriculum.  
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University of Arkansas  
 

 

 

 

Students Garner Awards at Honors Convocation 

Three students in Agricultural & Extension Education received top awards at the Spring Honors Convocation in the College.  Kim 

Cooper was selected as the recipient of the Bumpers College Alumni Society Scholarship; Matt Frier was selected for the Spitze Public 

Policy Legislative Internship Award; and Lindsay West was designated as a Bumpers College Ring Scholar. Eleven students in the 

department were recognized for making the Chancellor's List (4.0 GPA), and 12 students were recognized for making the Dean's List 

(3.75-3.99 GPA).   

 

Collegiate Farm Bureau Discussion Meet 

The University of Arkansas Collegiate Farm Bureau, advised by Dr. Jefferson Miller, conduted a Collegiate Discussion Meet at the 

University of Arkansas.  Isaac Melin, winner of the competition at the U. of A., went on to become the state winner of the Arkansas Farm 

Bureau Collegiate Discussion Meet, earning a $500 cash award. 

 

Undergraduate Research Projects in Agricultural Technology Systems 

A number of undergraduate research projects were created and facilitated by faculy in the Agricultural Systems Technology Management 

Program in the Department.  This program allows students to posit hypotheses about problems of interest to them, to develop research 

projects to test these hypotheses, and to develop hands-on skills in both research and technology.  For each project, students are led to 

pursue the related literature, and to write summaries of their research.   

 

New Courses Developed and Approved 

Four new undergraduate courses have been developed by departmental faculty and approved through the university's approval chain:   

AGED 4632, "Teaching Diverse Populations," AGED 3942, "Professional Development in Agricultural Communications," AGED 4243, 

"Publication Production in Agriculture," and AGME 3042, "Agricultural Construction."  

 

Department Well Represented at Southern Agricultural Education Conference 

Six faculty members and 9 graudate students represented the Department at the Southern Agricultural Education Conference in Tulsa, 

OK on February 15-17, 2004, presenting research papers, competing in the AAAE poster session, chairing concurrent sessions at the 

research conference, and presenting professional development seminars.  
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The Pennsylvania State University  
 

 

Fourth Annual 5 Star Consortium Student Teacher Retreat 

During the first four days of May, 35 student teachers from Pennsylvania, New Jersey, West Virginia, Delaware, Maryland and New 

Hampshire will participate in a retreat at the Delaware Fish & Wildlife Aquatic Resources Education Center, Smyrna, DE.  Future 

educators will participate in a variety of professional development activities including, a visit to an agricultural education program, 

sessions on interviewing for teaching positions, professional liability, teacher services offered by National FFA and a natural resources in-

service training.   

 

Study Abroad Program 

Tom Bruening is coordinating a study abroad program wherein eight Penn State undergraduates are spending the semester in Moscow, 

Russia, or Lviv, Ukraine.  This project is part of the National Security Education Program sponsored by the US Department of Defense.  

This is the sixth year of the Russian and first year of the Ukraine program.  Students from Iowa State, University of Minnesota, Montana 

State University, and Penn State are participating.  Professors from the University of Florida, University of Maryland, and Penn State 

teach one-month, three-credit classes in Moscow or Lviv.   

 

4th Evans Family Lecture for Graduate Research 

The 4th Evans Family Lecture for Graduate Research was held April 14-15 to allow students from across the college to present their 

research in four categories:  Agricultural Research, International Agriculture Research, Research in Extension Education, and Research 

in Agricultural Education.  David Williams, University Professor at Iowa State, delivered the keynote address.  The lecture was created by 

Donald Evans, a former Penn State faculty member and Cooperative Extension assistant director, just prior to his death in 2000. 

 

Seed Grants 

Following a review of the 38 seed grant proposals that were submitted to the College, 22 were funded in full or in part and three were 

submitted by AEE faculty.  Funded proposals submitted by AEE faculty members included Youth to Youth International Agriculture 

Initiative by Tom Bruening and Michelle Rodgers, An Impact Evaluation of the Reading Wizards Program by Rama Radhakrishna and 

Danny Perkins, and Focus Groups for Middle School Girls by Cathleen Love. 

 

Advisory Committee 

Connie Baggett and Rama Radhakrishna were appointed for three years to the Advisory Committee of the Great Lakes Center for 

Agricultural Safety and Health Fellows Program.  This program is funded by the National Institute for Organizational Safety and Health. 

(NIOSH) and created online to build evaluation capacity of 25 fellows conducting agricultural safety and rural health programs. 
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New Mexico State University  
 

Funding 

Legislation passed by the New Mexico State Legislature in 2003 provided $300,000 a year in recurring funds to the Agricultural 

Education Department (AXED)at NMSU through the Agricultural Experiment Station state appropriation.  The allocation funded 

positions and operations of a State Supervisor of Agricultural Education and FFA, Assistant State Supervisor of Agricultural Education, 

Assistant State Supervisor of FFA and an office secretary.  On January 8, 2004, Mr. Les Purcella assumed the position of State Supervisor 

of Agricultural Education and FFA. Mr. Mark Runyan joins the team as the Assistant State Supervisor of Agricultural Education. 

Assistant State Supervisor for FFA, Lane Widner, was moved from the departmentôs Perkins contract to the new state agricultural 

education budget.  A departmental secretary will begin within the next month. 

 

National Collegiate Agricultural Education Conference  

NMSU Collegiate FFA hosted the National Collegiate Agricultural Education Conference and ATA Conclave held in conjunction with the 

National FFA Convention in Louisville, Kentucky in October, 2003.  The chapter was responsible for registration, an opening session and 

taco dinner, an awards banquet and a professional development workshop using the theme, ñItôs Hot, Hot, Hot.ò  Collegiate FFA 

Members from NMSU competed in the ATA Quiz Bowl, Debate , Program of Excellence and Essay writing competition.  300 Collegiate 

agricultural education students and faculty from 27 universities were in attendance. 

 

Accomplishments 

Seventeen students completed internships in teaching, extension and/or industry during Fall, 2003.  Two graduating seniors from the 

AXED department, Andy Giron and July Bostick were recognized as the Outstanding Graduating seniors in the College of Agriculture 

and Home Economics.  Dr. Randall Andreasen and senior student Andy Giron traveled to Turkmenistan in July to establish local FFA 

chapters.  Dean Jerry Schickedanz, Dr. Thomas Dormody and Dr. Randall Andreasen traveled to Costa Rica in December to establish 

articulation agreements with two agricultural institutions.  Dr. Andreasenôs spring semester class, Keys for Rural Development concluded 

with a week long tour in Costa Rica during the recent spring break.  Dr. Rosencrans spent 2 weeks in Yemen in December on a proposed 

grant project.  Notable accomplishments during the year were Dr. Van Leeuwenôs promotion to full professor and Dr. Rosencransô receipt 

of the Donald C. Roush Award for Teaching Excellence. 

The departmentôs Perkins contract funded statewide FFA and TSA leadership development and agricultural/technology education 

teacher in-service activities in 2003-2004.  The development of standards and benchmarks in both agricultural and technology education 

and the alignment of those benchmarks with FFA and TSA activities are nearly complete.  

 

Index 



Cornell University  
 
Cornell Agriscience Teacher Education Program 

Cornell Agriscience Teacher Education is housed in a fully integrated program for the education of math, science, and agriscience 

teachers. Our student numbers are growing rapidly, partially as a result of alliances with the NY Association of Agricultural Educators 

and with undergraduate agriculture programs at Morrisville State College, SUNY Cobleskill, and Alfred State College.  Our program 

offers teacher certification programs, BS and Master of Arts in Teaching; non-teaching professional degrees, BS and Master of 

Professional Studies; and research degrees, MS and PhD. 

 

LEAD New York  

LEAD NY is a statewide leadership development program for professionals in agriculture and is housed in Cornellôs Dept. of Education. 

LEAD helped organize and identify speakers for the 2004 NYS Agricultural Society Annual Forum in Syracuse, the theme of which was 

"Excellence in NY Agriculture-Telling our Story". In February we organized our first multi -state institute, bringing programs from 

Pennsylvania, New Mexico, and New York. In March, we took the class to NYC and Long Island to study urban issues and their influence 

on the food industry, global finance and banking, and land use. 

 

NYS Agriscience Teacher Professional Development Conference 

The Agricultural Education Outreach Program, as part of the Department of Education at Cornell University, partners each year with 

NY Agri -Tech Prep and NYAAE to bring the ag educators of New York together for a dynamic professional development conference.  This 

yearôs conference will be held June 27-30 at SUNY Cobleskill. Each teacher who attends will receive over 24 professional development 

hours and over $200 in classroom resources.  If you are interested in learning more about this conference visit:  http://www.nyag-

ed.org/2004_conference.htm. 

 

Cornell Educational Resources Program 

Cornell Educational Resources Program (CERP) introduced several new instructional resources this year including an award-winning 

"Veterinary Science" curriculum; an updated "Animal Handling and Restraint" manual; a guide for farmers offering school tours, 

"School Come to the Farm"; and a guide to youth development for camp and after school staff, "4-H Youth Development Camp Staff 

Training Manual." CERP is pilot -testing an interactive web-based financial literacy site for middle/high school students and young adults, 

www.addsup.org. CERP is housed in Cornellôs Dept of Educ. 

 

New York Agriculture in the Classroom 

New York Agriculture in the Classroom (NYAITC) is housed in Cornellôs Dept. of Education and is a partnership of Cornellôs College of 

Agriculture and Life Sciences, NY Dept. of Agriculture and Markets, NY State Education Dept., and NY Farm Bureau. NYAITC has 

introduced several new projects this year including an Orchard to Table classroom program, a county fair ag awareness program, and a 

ñLittle Red Barn of Resources" instructional materials loan program. NYAITC will conduct regional summits next year to bring together 

everyone doing education ñin or aboutò agriculture in the state. 
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University of Nebraska - Lincoln  
 
 

Community Leadership Summit 

Neighbors Working Together (NWT) recently participated in Community Conversations II, a collaborative effort including Community  

Learning Centers, and Lincoln Public Schools. The summit emphasized schools, parents, neighborhoods and Community Learning 

Centers discussing common issues and goals. This is the second summit held to establish networking opportunities with other School 

Neighborhood Action Committees and neighborhoods leaders. NWT is a grant project funded through HUD. Project manager is 

Agricultural Leadership, Education & Communication (AgLEC) faculty member, Dan Wheeler.  

 

Gilbertsons in India 

Ozzie Gilbertson, former AgLEC department Head and professor,along with his wife Kay and other Rotarians, recently traveled to Uttar 

Pradesh in India to participate in a campaign to immunize children against polio. This program, The Global Polio Eradication Ini tiative, 

is jointly sponsored by: the World Health Organization, Rotary International, the U.S. Centers of Disease Control and Prevention, and 

the United Nations Children's Fund. Ozzie emphasized that volunteers from throughout the world joined with them in this effort. 

 

International Symposium of Self-Directed Learning 

PhD candidate in Leadership Studies, Lillian Gomez, presented at the 18th International Symposium of Self-Directed Learning, held in 

Cocoa Beach, FL., Feb. 4-7, 2004. Her presentation was entitled, "The Interactive Dimension of Self-Directed Learning in a Discussion-

Based On-Line Course." Lilian is a faculty member from Concepcion University in Concepcion, Chile studying and teaching in the 

AgLEC department.  

 

Mid Winter Inservice for Secondary Teachers 

Hosted by Northeast Community College-Norfolk, in January, 75 instructors selected two from three concurrent sessions including: small 

animal management, global positioning systems, or electrical monitors and grain bin storage shut-off systems. Also introduced was the 

new FFA curriculum, LifeKnowledge. The Mid Winter Inservice is a joint activity coordinated by the teacher education faculty of 

AgLEC, Lloyd Bell and Dann Husmann, and the Agricultural Education Division staff, Craig Frederick and Donelle Johnson, of the 

Nebraska Department of Education.  

 

3000 Students Visit 

AgLEC faculty member, Linda Moody, again successfully coordinated the completion of 17 College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural 

Resources (CASNR) sponsored Career Development Events during the Nebraska State FFA Convention. AgLEC faculty,  graduate and 

undergraduate students serve as event directors for: Ag Sales, Ag Mechanics, Ag Issues, Agriscience, and Ag Communications. Other 

CASNR units involved include: Animal Science, Agronomy & Horticulture, Agricultural Economics, Food Science and Technology, and 

the School of Natural Resources.  
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